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Common Core    PARCC

● National Standards 
adopted by New 
Jersey in 2010

● MTPS has been 
aligning the curriculum 
to meet and exceed 
the standards

● Assessment of the 
implementation of 
Standards

● Replaces the 
NJASK and HSPA



What is Common Core?
● The Common Core State Standards were developed by 

several states and written by educators and education 
experts to provide a consistent, clear and rigorous set of 
learning expectations for all students.

● New Jersey adopted the standards in 2010, and, for the past 
four years, MTPS have been transitioning classroom 
instruction to align to the Common Core State Standards.

● The standards define what students are expected to know 
and do in each grade.



● New Jersey’s Common Core State Standards are changing the way our 
students learn by developing and reinforcing core knowledge and skills 
across grade levels and subject areas. More importantly, the Common 
Core State Standards focus on the deep analysis and critical thinking 
skills that are crucial in the 21st century.

 

● For teachers, the New Jersey Common Core State Standards provide 
fewer, clearer standards and the opportunity for instructional shifts in 
both mathematics and English/Language Arts (ELA).



Myth v. Fact
Myth: Because the standards are “common” across all 
states, New Jersey’s current high standards for student 
learning will be lowered.  The standards create a “one-size-
fits-all” education system in our country.

Myth: These standards amount to a national curriculum for 
our schools.

Fact: When the CCSS work began, there was a clear 
agreement that no state would lower its academic 
standards.  The standards were designed by some of the 
best educational minds in the country and incorporate the 
highest international standards, research, evidence, and 
expertise about educational outcomes.  Teachers still have 
the flexibility and responsibility to customize instruction 
depending on their students’ abilities.  In addition, the CCSS 
make it more likely that if students move to another state, 
they remain on track to attain all skills and knowledge 
necessary for a K-12 education.

Fact: The standards are not a curriculum. They are a clear 
set of shared goals and expectations that will help students 
succeed in college and their career. Local teachers, 
principals, superintendents, and school boards decide how 
the standards are to be met for their students.  Teachers will 
continue to create their own lesson plans and tailor their 
instruction to the individual needs of the students.



Common Core - Language Arts Shifts
1. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence 
from text, both literary and informational

 
3. Regular practice with complex text and its academic 

language



Common Core - Language Arts Shift 1
Building Knowledge Through Content-rich Nonfiction

● An increase in reading informational text has been 
added to elementary and middle school classrooms. 

● Now students are experiencing increased opportunities 
to synthesize information from both narrative and 
informational text in order to answer higher level 
questions.

● The increase in exposure to different types of nonfiction 
will empower students to be prepared for the reading 
required in college/workplace. 



Common Core - Language Arts Shift 2
Reading, Writing and Speaking Grounded in Evidence from Text

● Teachers model and students practice close reading 
techniques. 

● Students learn to locate and deploy evidence, which are 
hallmarks of strong readers and writers. 

● Students are asked to provide evidence from complex and 
multiple texts when writing and speaking. 



Common Core - Language Arts Shift 3
Regular Practice with Complex text and Its Academic Language

● Standards include a staircase of increasing text complexity 
from elementary through high school. 

● Close reading of complex text increases in sophistication 
from elementary through high school.

● A focus on increasing context-based, academic 
vocabulary is embedded in the MTPS curriculum. 

● Vocabulary acquisition is enhanced by using research-
based vocabulary routines. 



Common Core - Math Shifts
1. Focus

Focus strongly where the standards focus.

2. Coherence
Think across grades and link to major topics.

3. Rigor
In major topics, pursue conceptual understanding, 
procedural skill and fluency, and application.



Common Core - Math Shift 1
Greater Focus on Fewer Topics

Grades K-2
Concepts, skills, and problem solving 
related to addition and subtraction

Grades 3-5
Concepts, skills, and problem solving 
related to multiplication and division 
of whole numbers and fractions

Grade 6
Ratios and proportional relationships 
and early algebraic expressions and 
equations

Grade 7
Ratios and proportional relationships 
and arithmetic of rational numbers

Grade 8
Linear algebra



Common Core - Math Shift 2
Coherence: Linking Topics & Thinking Across Grades

● Math is NOT a list of disconnected topics, tricks, 
or mnemonics.

● Math is a coherent body of study made up of 
interconnected topics.

● The most important connections are vertical - 
the links from one grade to the next enable a 
student to progress in their math education.



Common Core - Math Shift 3
Rigorous Pursuit of Conceptual Understanding, Procedural Skill, and Application

Rigor is NOT defined by making math harder or by introducing topics earlier.
Rigorous mathematics refers to a deep, authentic command of math concepts.

CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING
Build on prior knowledge, create new knowledge to carry into future grades

PROCEDURAL SKILL & FLUENCY
Speed and accuracy in calculation

APPLICATION
Connect math to the world around them



Two-Part Standards Structure
Part I:  Standards for Mathematical Content
● Define what students should understand and be able to do.  
● Organized into domains of related standards so as to present 

mathematics as a subject of closely related, connected ideas.
Part II:  Standards for Mathematical Practice
● Describe the expertise that mathematics educators should seek to 

develop in their students – the ways we want students to engage 
with the math they’re learning.



Common Core & Moorestown Curriculum

● The Common Core States Standards are the 
adopted NJ standards for English/Language Arts 
and Math.

● MTPS develops its own curriculum based on the 
district philosophy, which integrates the 
standards.

● MTPS  will continue to meet and exceed 
expectations for student achievement.



What is PARCC?
● Partnership for the Assessment of Readiness for College 

and Careers
● This assessment replaces NJASK/ HSPA.
● MTPS believes in the assessment and the detailed 

information the results will provide the district, 
administrators, teachers, parents, and students.

● Student scores will not be used for placement purposes for 
2015-2016. 

● MTPS expects all students to take the PARCC assessment.



PARCC Questions

● When will it be given?
● How much time does preparing for PARCC 

take from instructional time?
● What does the testing environment look like?
● Where might I find samples of the test? 
● Will the PARCC count?
● How will PARCC affect HS graduation?



MTPS PARCC Readiness
● PARCC Field Test Spring 2014
● Calendar planning for test administration; NJDOE asked 

MTPS to be a model school for test scheduling
● MTPS invited to small round-table discussion with 

NJDOE about the field test
● Ongoing inspection and implementation of technology 

readiness
● Ongoing training with staff



PARCC Test Specific Tasks

ELA Tasks
(Grades 3-11)

● Literature Analysis 
● Research Simulation
● Written Expression

Math Tasks
(Grades 3-8, Algebra I, Geometry, 
and Algebra II)
● Concepts, Skills & Procedures
● Expressing Mathematical 

Reasoning
● Modeling/Applications

Common Core aligned, the PARCC assessment will indicate student 
achievement  locally and nationally.



PARCC Components:  PBA and EOY
Performance-Based Assessment (PBA)
● Administered after approx. 75% of 

the school year.
● ELA focus is on reading 

comprehension and writing when 
analyzing texts.

● Math focus is on reasoning and 
modeling, including short and 
extended responses.

End-of-Year Assessment (EOY)
● Administered after approx. 90% of 

the school year.
● ELA focus is on reading 

comprehension.
● Math focus is on demonstration of 

solid understanding of math 
concepts and to demonstrate math 
fluency.

*PBA and EOY scores will be combined to produce the overall PARCC 
score  for each content area.



Performance Based       End Of Year 
March 2-27 April 27-May 22

ELA:  Grades 3-11
● 3 units

Math:  Grades 3-11
● 2 units

ELA:  Grades 3-5
● 1 unit

ELA: Grades 6-11  
● 2 units

Math: Grades 3-11
● 2 units

MTPS will not receive the results of the PARCC 
until late September or early October



Performance-Based Assessment 3-6
All students will have breaks between sessions



End-of-Year Assessment 3-6
All students will have breaks between sessions



Performance-Based Assessment 7-11
All students will have breaks between sessions



End-of-Year Assessment 7-11
All students will have breaks between sessions



Accessibility Features for All
● Answer masking
● Answer Eliminator
● Highlight text
● Zoom Feature
● Enlarge Text
● Line Reader

● Audio Amplification
● Noise Buffers
● Flag Item(s) for Review
● Additional time (up to 50%)

This list is a sample of tools to which all students will have access.



Accommodations/Modifications for 
Students with an IEP/504

Similar Categories as NJASK and HSPA
● Setting Accommodations
● Timing Accommodations
● Presentation Accommodations
● Response Accommodations

PARCC Accommodations & Modifications Manual

http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/parcc-accessibility-features-accommodations-manual-11-14_final.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/parcc-accessibility-features-accommodations-manual-11-14_final.pdf


PARCC Results

● Anticipate first administration results in the 
Fall of 2015

● MTPS will continue to use multiple criteria 
for placement; grades 2-7 will continue to 
use MAP as well

● PARCC is projected to provide in-depth data 
about student and program performance



Federal Education Requirements
● Federal law requires proof of adequate yearly progress (AYP) for students 

in grades 3 -12.

● States and local BOE are responsible for implementation of assessments 
to show AYP.

● For New Jersey, assessments measure and are aligned to the Common 
Core State Standards.

● The following information pertains to graduation requirements for the 
classes of 2016 through 2018.



NJ Graduation Requirements 
2016, 2017 & 2018



NJ Grad Requirements 2016, 2017 & 2018



http://parcc.pearson.com/


Protocols for Parents Who Do Not Want 
Their Child(ren) to Test

● Parent(s)/guardian(s) who refuse to allow their child to participate in the PARCC assessment 
may, as soon as possible, submit a written statement to the building principal documenting their 
intention for their child not to participate in the PARCC assessment.  The timelines for 
submission of such a statement are important so that the building principals have time to plan 
accordingly.  Statements that are submitted close to or on the day of the test may hamper the 
implementation of the proposed actions outlined below.  Please keep a copy of the statement for 
your records.

● Students in all grades whose parent(s)/guardian(s) have submitted a written statement of intent 
and who attend school on a PARCC testing day will be marked present for the day.  Those 
students will be provided with an alternate, supervised setting in a non-testing room, where they 
will be asked to read quietly or to work independently during the testing.

● Students whose parent(s)/guardian(s) have submitted a written statement of intent and who do 
not attend school on testing day will be marked absent.  These students will not be required to 
sit for the PARCC make-up test.

● Students whose parent(s)/guardian(s) have not submitted a written statement of intent, but who 
are not present on the day of the assessment will be marked absent.  These students will be 
scheduled to sit for the administration of the missed portion of the PARCC assessment.



Recording and Reporting to the NJDOE

● In the past, when a student refused to take a state-
mandated test, the District was required to record the 
test as a “void” and include the student’s ID number on 
an “Irregularity Report.”  The District will follow the 
recording procedures required by the NJDOE for the 
PARCC assessment.  Please be assured that state-
mandated recording of test administration will not affect 
a student’s class grades or placement.



Resources

PARCC  

PARCC Glossary

PARCC Pearson Site

PARCC Accommodations Manual

http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCGlossary07-01-13.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCGlossary07-01-13.pdf
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcc.pearson.com/
http://parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCAccessibilityFeaturesandAccommodationsManualNovember2013.pdf
http://parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCAccessibilityFeaturesandAccommodationsManualNovember2013.pdf

